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It had not been easy to escape from Strelsau and return to
the hunting lodge without anyone seeing us, so when Sapt
suggested that | return to the capital and continue pretending
tobetheKing, I let him know exactly what | thought.

"You'remad!" | said to Sapt. " The plan'stoo dangerous!"
walking up to me, Sapt put his hand on my shoulder and then
looked deep into my eyes.

"Listen, if you're a man, you can save the King. Go back
and pretend to be him."

"But the Duke knows where the real King is, and all his
men know!" | protested.

"Yes, but they can't say anything,” said Sapt. " Listen!
We've got them! They can't say anything without showing
their guilt. They cannot say, Thisisn't the real King because
we've kidnapped him and killed his servant." Will they say
that?"

| realised that Sapt wasright. Even if Michael knew who |
was, he could not say he knew, but | still had doubts.

" Sapt, surely someone in Strelsau will realise I'm not the
real King," | said. " The Princess has already said she thinks
the King's changed. She'll certainly realise.”

"Of course it's a risk, but we must have a King in
Strelsau, or the city will belong to Michael within twenty-four
hours. You must doit, for Ruritania!"

"What if theKing'salready dead?"

"1f thereal King's already dead, then you shall stay King!
But | think the King's still alive, and | don't think they'll do
anything to him if you'rein the capital. They'd know that you
would stay King if they killed him!"

It was a mad plan, even madder than thefirst plan, which
had been a

gl

038 mall £98 ) Bagally gead i il Jgad) Ga 0S5
dalal) ) agel o s adal) 7 80 Lanis SlA ¢ aaf Uy ol
(g H o La adey ddea) o @ e dllall g0 ol (A jaical g
Bagy ia QB "1aa B phad AAY" I gine il Al culld
daul Ll gl " QLB g lise (A Gary a3 K o oy
29 bl B il g daalad ) st " ellal) M) elilSaly 4)
Adla g Gl O 8 1A e Lada 4 cutid el L)
djﬁoyahhu\lﬁiﬁ‘ad"uidﬁé"l‘uiﬁd\dw\uaiu}du
Ya-@-\\ l*.h;l_uk‘—é.ﬂlu..“ Calf ul_m\e_:'i Y P Lg\
O Sar Y agd ¢ agiann 1 gugt OF G s ) J8f G sralaion
A" Al LB g slidhd LY S8al) dllal) (uad 138" 1 9468y
LBaa S Cular A8al) of S o) " Sl gl gty o (Saa
ougs‘asaeguaég\@myu&‘uiwdsﬁug;yum
A2 g g BSUIL" Tl el 88 &GS (ary A I Y
(da Gl " Adal) dllal) cud AT @y gad i B (el
At Oy Jadlly i aB ellal) o S Lgd) callB B puaY) o) M LB
LSl g 4 o Lgd) audally” A U8 " i U g L0
o2 aSall allia R V) g ¢ gad i B e Ll (098 O
G 1M Aol G e g )l g (B JSla () ) Adyaall
llal) LS ol J3la" A culfh 1 Ll g, o) (e il Jad 0 dlle
uu.\é‘_,ﬁusu\ Sllal) (LS 1" JUBE e dadlly cila B L B8aY)
Sllal) o a8 \GAASJIM\JJJUAJ\JM\Z\JAEuu‘Mh
Mﬁuam‘g\ugh&u;u*\ e Y Uiy dladl ad Jdo ) L
\,ﬁ\a)dﬂ\d&.ﬂm\uﬂw‘w&\@m\uu
"1 gl el

= o A Al e B ygdad ST g oy (B el Adad culls AW

Cuils




success, but as | listened to Sapt, | saw that it could work. " |
still worry that someonewill realise,” | said again.

" Anything is possible, but come, Rassendyll! Let's go to
Strelsau. We'll be caught if we stay here.”

"All right, Sapt, I'll try," | said.

" Good man!" said Sapt. " I'll go and get the hor ses.”

But seconds later, he came back. "Look out of the
window."

Through the window | could see in the moonlight a big
group of men coming down the road from Zenda: four were
on horses, another four or five were walking. I knew they
must be Michael's men, and they seemed to be carrying
spades, coming to the house to hide their evil work.

| remembered poor Josef's body and said, " Sapt, we should
make sur e that some of those evil men join Josef."
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"Very well," said Sapt. " As a soldier, I've had a lot of fights
likethis. I'll show you what to do."

We went out of a back door and climbed onto our horseswith
our swords ready. We could hear the men arrive at the front of
the hunting lodge, and one called out, " Go and get the body."

"Now!" cried Sapt, and we drove our horses fast to the front
of the building. The men looked shocked to see us and were not
prepared. | easily knocked one man off his horse, then hit
another big man with my sword as he moved towards me. But
there were only two of us and within seconds | realised there
were people all around me. Just as | was about to be trapped, |
saw a gap between the men and saw my chance to escape. |
turned my horse and quickly rode through the gap towards the
forest. My horse was fast but as | left, | heard a gun and | was
almost shot. | could see Sapt on

his horse ahead of me, and went as quickly as | could towards
him, waving. Then | heard another shot and felt a terrible pain
in my finger. Someone shot again, but now we were too far away
for them to hit us. At last | caught
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up with Sapt, who was breathless but laughing.

"Well done!" he said. " That was very brave. Do you think
they saw who you were?"

"Yes, one of the men said 'It'sthe King' before | pushed him
off hishorse."

"Good!" said Sapt. "That will give Michael something to
worry about."

After a time, we stopped so that Sapt could put a bandage on
my finger, which now hurt badly. We moved on in silence, as
quickly as our poor horses were able to, until we arrived at a
farm just asthe sun wasrising on a cold, clear day. | covered my
face, saying to the farmer that | had a bad tooth before we asked
for food.

The farmer was kind and let us rest, but we knew we could
not wait for long and soon headed off. Some hours later, we saw
the buildings of Strelsau ahead of us. It was about nine o'clock
and at thistime of day, the city gates were open, so we went back
through the gate that we had left from. The streets of the city
were very quiet, as most of the people were resting after the
celebrations, and we saw almost no one until we were back at the
palace. Here, one of Sapt's servantswas waiting for us.

"Isall well, sir?" he asked.

"Yes, Freyler, all iswell,” answered Sapt.

" But theKing'shurt?" hesaid, seeing my finger.

"It'snothing,” | said.

"He caught his finger in a door,” Sapt explained. " Now
remember, say nothing about this. All young men like to ride
their horses now and then, so why not the King?"

Astheservant led our horses away, Sapt said quietly to me,

"Freyler's a good servant, but sometimes it's best not to trust
even the best of men."

Sapt put the key in the secret door and we went back inside
the palace, down the passage to the King's room. Back inside,
Fritz, who had been asleep, jumped up when he heard us and
cried, "My King, you're safe! I'm so pleased." He then bowed
down in front of me.
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"Even Fritz thinks you're thereal King!" laughed Sapt. " |
think we can do this."

"Oh! Rassendyll?" said Fritz in surprise. "But what's
happened to your hand? Areyou hurt?"

"1t's nothing serious. What's more important is what we
haveto tell you."

"What isit? Where' sthereal King?" hecried.

"Be quiet, Fritz!" said Sapt. "Don't speak so loudly!
People will hear us."

Suddenly there was a knock at the door, so Sapt took me
by thearm.

" Quick! Go into the bedroom, take your hat and boots off
and climb into bed. Cover yourself up so people think you're
asleep.”

| did as | was told, but a minute later Sapt came into the
bedroom and smiled. He introduced me to a polite young
gentleman who came up to my bed and told me that he was a
servant of Princess Flavia, who had sent him lo find out how
the King was feeling after the coronation.

"Send her my thanks," | said, "and tell her that I've never
felt better in my life.”

"TheKing'shad a good long sleep,” said Sapt.

The servant bowed and left, and | smiled at Sapt. But Fritz
still looked very serious.

"Tell me, istheKing dead?" he asked quietly.

"We don't think so," | answered. "But Duke Michael's
holding him prisoner."

The next day, it took Sapt three hoursto tell me all about
theKing'sduties. It seemsthat aking'slifeisquite hard, but a
pretend king'slifeiseven harder. At least Sapt stayed with me
to tell me what | ought to do and what | ought not to do, and
what | should say to the many important people | had to meet
during theday. | wasworried when | met the French
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ambassador and he asked me a question which | could not
answer, but later Sapt told me that | should not worry, as the
real King would not have been able to answer either. | also had
to tell everyone that | could not write because of my finger, so
many impor tant documents wer e not completed.

After many hours of meetings, | was finally alone with my
friends once more. | asked a new servant, who had never met the
real King, for adrink and then asked Sapt if | could rest at last.
| was not used to such hard work.

"Rest? No! We mustn't waste any time! Shouldn't we plan
how to attack Michael?" asked Fritz.

"Let'stakethings slowly,” said Sapt.

" So aren't we going to do anything?" said Fritz.

"Wearen't going to do anything dangerous,” answered Sapt.

"1f people find out who | am,” | said, "then I'll fight with the
Duke. But at the moment, let'swait to see what the Duke does."

"He'll kill theKing," said Fritz.

"He won't,” said Sapt. "If he kills the King, he knows that
Rassendyll will stay as King instead. And he cannot accuse
Rassendyll of anything because then people will know that he's
kidnapped the King."

" And we cannot accuse him in public without admitting that
I'm not thereal King," | explained.

" S0 no one can do anything! It's a stalemate!” cried Fritz.

" But wait. Half of Michael's Six Men are in Strelsau with the
Duke."

" Only half? Then that means the other half are guarding the
King," said Sapt.

"Yes, you'reright,” said Fritz. " So that means the King must
be alive. If the King were dead, all the Six Men would be here
with the Duke."

" Excuse me, but who arethe Six Men?" | asked.

"Unfortunately | fear you'll soon be meeting them," said
Fritz. "They're six special soldiers who Michad keeps in his
house at all times. They're completely loyal to him. Three are
from Ruritania, oneisBelgian,
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one French, and one'sfrom your country."

"They'll do whatever Michael asksthem to do," continued Sapt.

"Would they try to kill me?" | asked nervousdly.

"Without a doubt. Which three are here in Strelsau, Fritz?"
asked Sapt.

"Thethreeforeigners: De Gautet, Bersonin and Detchard.”

"So they were not the men we saw at the hunting lodge?" |
asked.

"1 wish they were" said Sapt, "because then there'd only be
four and not six of them."

I now decided that | should act — perhaps like all real kings do
— by keeping some secrets even from the people | could trust the
most. My plan was to make myself as popular as | could, and say
nothing bad about Michael. In this way, | could hope to stop the
poorer people of Strelsau from thinking badly about me. Then, if
there were a fight, perhaps people would not want to follow
Michael, although of course | hoped there would not be such a
fight. Perhaps | could actually enjoy my game in Strelsau and
something good would come from it. Michael would not grow
stronger while the game lasted.

My plan began the next day, when I rode my hor se through the
park with Fritz and waved to everyone who bowed to me. The more
my people saw of me, the more they would realise | cared about
them and their lives. | was not going to be a distant king who
people only heard about. And as| had done befor e the cor onation, |
wanted to be seen most in the old town, where most of the poor
people lived.

Riding through some of the narrowest and oldest town streets, |

stopped to buy flowers from a poor young girl with a gold coin.
This attracted a lot of interest, and soon hundreds of people were
following me on my way to the home of Princess Flavia.
I knew the Princess was very popular and the people seemed very
pleased that | had gone to see her. Moreover, if | had the support of
the Princess, this could only help me. Fritz also thought this was a
good idea and came with me on my visit to the Princess's palace.
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| was shown into a guest room full of enormous mirrors,
paintings and beautiful furniture, and soon the Princess arrived
with her servants. | knew that | had to be very careful when |
talked to the Princess. | needed the Princess to trust me, but |
did not want to say too much to her, or she would realise | was
not the real King. And although | wanted to show her that |
trusted her, she must not think she could say what she liked to
me, because | was not the man she thought | was.

"You have completely changed since you became King, sir,"
she said.

"You need not call me'sir'," | told her. " For after all, we are
still cousins.”

Shelooked at me, then said, " I'm proud to do so, Rudolf. But |
think your face has changed.”

| needed to talk about something else, so | said, " My brother's
back in thecity, | hear. Hewent away for a while, didn't he?"

"Yes, | hear he'sback in Strelsau.”

"That'sgood. Thenearer heisto me, the better."
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The Princess looked at me. " Do you want him to be near you
so that you know what he's doing?"

"1'd like him to be near me because he's my half-brother.
We're family!" | answered. "We need to help and support each
other. Unfortunately, I've heard he can't stay in Strelsau for
very long,"

She looked at me strangely when | said this, but at that
moment there was a loud cheer from the streets outside. The
Princess ran to the window, then she turned to me, looking
anxious.

"It's him!" she said. "It's the Duke of Strelsau! He's coming
here now."

| was surprised by this news and did not know what to say.
For several minutes, Princess Flavia and | sat in silence. Her
servants also stood silently, with their heads bowed. We could
hear steps outside the door and | expected Michael to enter, but
then the steps stopped, so we continued to talk again. | cannot
remember what we talked about, but | found it very easy to talk
to the Princess and time passed.

| thought it was strange that Michael had not come into the
room, but we did not talk about him at all until the Princess
suddenly jumped up and said, " You do know that Michael will
be very angry. Is that a good idea?" " What do you mean? How
am | making him angry?" | asked. "You haven't asked him to
comein. He' s been waiting outside theroom for along time."

" But of course he can comein," | said, realising | had made a
serious mistake.

"How funny you are," she said. " You know that no one can
enter without your permission.”

"Of course” | said. "I'd forgotten!" But the Princess looked
at me in a way that made me think she realised something was
wrong.

"1 was never very good at remembering all the rules” |
continued, wishing that Fritz had told me about this, " but I'll go
and get him myself at once.”
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| opened the door and went out of the guest room to greet
Michael. He was sitting at a table looking very angry. All his
men wer e standing next to him. | held out my hand and Michael
stood up dowly and took it, then I showed him into the
Princess's guest room.

"Brother,” | said, "I'm so sorry. | didn't know you were
waiting, otherwise |'d have asked you in sooner."

He thanked me, but coldly. Michael did not seem to be good
at hiding hisfeelings, and I could see that he was angry with me.
| could also see he was trying to pretend that he thought | was
thereal King.

We sat down with the Princess.

"You've hurt your hand," he said.

"Yes, an animal bit me," | explained. " It'll befine."

"Isthereany danger from the bite?" Flavia asked.

" Not from this," | said looking at Michael, " but if | gave him
the chanceto bite again, it would be different.”

" Did you kill theanimal?" Flavia asked.

"No," | said. " We'rewaiting to seeif hisbite's poisonous.”

"And if it is?" said Michae, smiling coldly, clearly
understanding who | wasreally talking about.

"He'll be knocked on the head,” | said. "But he might bite
again," said Michael.

"1I'm sure h€e'll try,” | replied, smiling. Then, worried that
Michael would say something | did not want to hear, | decided to
change the subject. | told him how fine his soldiers were and
thanked him for the splendid coronation. | thanked him for the
great time | had had at the hunting lodge in the forest. When he
heard this, he jumped to his feet and angrily walked towards the
door. Then he stopped and said, " Three of my friends would
very much liketo meet you, sir. They're waiting outside.”

So | walked up to Michaedl and took his arm and we entered
the outside room like best friends. Michael asked the three men
to come forward.

OhS s JSibe Al i gl A8 2 (e i A iyl cat
Adla ) grady  4add) udaid) o slay g g AL A gl o (uday
o o eadluay sy JSla Ci gy iy e Aqdlay (sl
ol U " AL cudBd 5ty Aualdd) G guall A8 2 ) AEd)
Culh a8 CUSY) g g AL i el ale) o ot AT L Jas
O al ogd g OS1g (A SAN B8 M el B J ) i
s Ludald (LS Adi (g i o codaiaal g 0 o liia glid) Bl
ellal) ) adiay Adly JAUEE Jglay oS 4d) Ll el g . (e
oadal)

i " oy il "B (S il g 5 ) aa s
"alm e e St dig g Ol g Auae A8 (el 4l
culsd " $And) (e By 9dad i Ja" LA B ) itLud
ahae 13) (819 B Jg (e " L JSila ) B LT Lgd
cullgd " Cilite ¢ oS ) LB (5 )R B (and dua B
LS 1) gAY Bl Y Lgd i € gaal) calid Jan ]
G 8 Uy alag g 39 m anidy 529 JSila JUB8 " Al 422 ]
"adia Al Al Cul8d " Oleb Ol gpadl LS 13 6" Eiaad)
aslia Ui" Lacdisa Adiald " 5 AT 5 o dliany a8 45t - 3 U
O Apdid £ guagall i () i Bl " glay g Ad) (e
sLd 0 o3 gia (IS aS Al il dnand Ol 350 Y Lindi JSila J g8
bl o 4 )Cd LaS Al ) goeidl) Alia o 45 S g
A3 i Ladie 9 Al anal) F 98 B dludd oM Jaand)
A" gy cab gl ad Luald Glall gad Jlug e e i
GBI agl) |l b @y ) 588Y ) (9299 Bl (e
MEoady

Bl wkjaé%)&‘ :\Aﬂ‘ Lilda g oau QJA‘J‘\:\M QJ.ué
A ) ankil) DAY Sl 1 G JSka cullag g e




"These gentleman are the most loyal and honest of the
King'sservants, and are my great friends."

"1'm very pleased to meet them," | said.

They bowed before me one at atime: first De Gautet, atall,
thin French man with straight hair; then Bersonin, the
Belgian, who was large and about thirty years old; and finally
Detchard, the Englishman, who had a thin face, strong
shoulders and very short hair. He looked like a good fighter
and a bad character. | spoke to Detchard in English with a
pretend foreign accent, and | am sure | saw him smile when |
spoke.

So, Detchard knows my secret, | thought. And if he knew,
surely all the Six Men knew as well. How dangerous were
these special soldiers? And how safe was I, even in the palace
of Strelsau?
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