| Chaoter(s)

| was not sorry to say goodbye to my brother and his soldier
friends, although | was sad to say goodbye to the Princess.
Should | tell her the truth? Was | wrong to pretend to be the
King? | did not know.

"Rudolf, be careful, won't you?" the Princess said. "Be
careful of what?" | asked.

"1 can't say. But think what your life means to the people of
Ruritania,” shesaid.

| remembered what Rose had said about my brother Robert
back in England: "He realises his position in society brings with
it responsibilities." 1 had always wanted to have a quiet life, but |
suddenly realised how many responsbilities | now had here in
Ruritania. How on earth had | got myself into such a situation?

Over the next few weeks, | am pleased to say that no one
seemed to notice | was not the real King of Ruritania. Because |
looked so like the King, it was much easier for meto pretend to
be him than to pretend to me by neighbour at home, for
example. | learnt a lot about how a country is run, but | made
mistakes, sometimes big ones. | became very good at pretending |
had forgotten rules or people that | had met, and | hoped my
growing popularity with the people of Ruritania would help them
to forgive my occasional bad decisions.

One day, Sapt came into my room. "Here's a letter for you,"
he said. " From the writing, | think it's from a woman. | also
have some important news."

"What isit?" | asked.

"We now know that the King's at the Castle of Zenda," he
said.

"How do you know this?"

"We asked where therest of the Six Men were, and found out
that they
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are all there at the castle Lauengram, Krafstein and young
Rupert Hentzau, thethree biggest criminalsin Ruritania.”

" Do you think the King's definitely there?" | asked.

" Almogt certainly. The three men are always at the castle,
and people Nay the drawbridge is nearly always kept up. That
is not normal. No one cues into the building without the
permission of Rupert or Michael."

"Then | must goto Zenda," | said.

" That wouldn't bea good idea.”

"1f not today, then soon. | must gothere.”

"You'll probably stay thereforever if you do," said Sapt.

| wassilent and | could seethat Sapt was studying my face.

" What'sworrying you, Rassendyll?" he asked.

"Tel me, Sapt, why isit that wherever | go in the capital,
I'm followed by six people?"

" Because I've ordered them to follow you." " But why?"

"1t would be very useful for Michae if you disappeared.
And if you disappear, the game'sover."

"1 don't need such help,” | protested. "I can look after
myself."

" De Gautet, Ber sonin and Detchard arein Strelsau, and any
one of them could catch you easly," hesaid, asif | werea child.

" So, what's that letter?" said Sapt, pointing at the one he
had given me.

| opened it and read it aloud:

If the King wants to know something important, please do what |
ask. At the end of New Avenue, there is a house in a large
garden. Thereisawall around the garden with a gate at the back.
At midnight tonight, go through the gate where you will see a
statue of a horse, turn right and walk twenty metres. There you
will find six steps up to a summer house. Go into this summer
house and someone will tell you something very important about
your life. But you must be alone. If you do not come, your
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life will be in danger. | am a loyal friend to you. Do not show this
letter anyone, or it will put a woman in great danger: Michad will
punish me?

"Yes, and Michael can alsowriteavery good letter,” said Sapt.
| thought the same: surely Michael had written this letter to trap
me

| was about to throw theletter in the bin, when | saw that there
was mor e writing on the other side.

If you do not believe me, ask Colond Sapt.

"What?" said the Colonel, so| read on.

Ask him what woman has been a guest of the Duke. Ask if her
name beginswith A.

"1t must be Antoinettede Mauban,” | cried.

"How do you know?" asked Sapt, and | told him all I knew
about the woman.

"1've heard that she came to Ruritania with her servants as a
guest of Michad,” Sapt said. "People say she had a great
argument with Michael, and now she's staying somewhere in
Strelsau.”

" So she could be useful tous,” | suggested.

" Perhaps she would be useful if she had information about
Michael, However, | believe that Michae wrote that letter," said
Sapt.

"So do I, but I'm not certain,” | said. "I'll go to the house
tonight." " No, you mustn't,” said Sapt. " Let me go instead.”

"You can come too, but you must wait outside the gate when |
goin alone"

"1 don't believe thiswoman and you're mad to go!" said Sapt.
"1 believe this woman, and | will go,” | said. "Either | go to the
house, or | go back to England. We don't have much time. Every
day we leave the King imprisoned there's more danger. We must
move quickly," | said.

Sapt was beginning to know when he could tell me what to do
and when he could not. So reluctantly he agreed with me.
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At half past eleven that night, we got on our horses and soon
arrived outside the gate to the house, carrying our guns. It was a
very dark night.

"1'll wait for you here, outsde the gate," said Sapt. " Good luck."

| opened the gate and | found myself in a leafy garden. | saw the
statue of the horse and walked across the garden with the gun in
my hand. | followed the directions given in theletter and, although it
wasdark, | soon arrived at the summer house. When | went inside, |
heard a woman'svoice.

" Shut the door," the woman whispered. | did as she asked and
then looked around the room, which was lit by a small candle. It
was almost empty except for a small iron table and two chairs. In the
soft light, | could just see Antoinette in front of me and her servant
behind.

"We have little time,” Antoinette said. " Listen! | know who you
areand | know you're not the King. You're Mr. Rassendyll. | wrote
that letter 1o you at the Duke's orders. In twenty minutes, three men
will be hereto kill you."

"Or I'll kill them! | suppose they're three of the Duke's Six

Men?"

"Yes, you must leave here before they arrive, so listen carefully!
The plan isto kill you and to take your body into the old town. It'll
be found and Michael will arrest Colonel Sapt and Captain Fritz
von Tarlenheim for murdering you. Then a messenger will be sent to
Zenda and the real King will be murdered too. The Duke will then
become King. Do you under stand?"

"Oh, yes, | understand. It's a clever plan. But why are you
helping me?"

"1 don't like to see people being killed. Now go. But remember,
you're never safe in this city. You have guards following you, don't
you? Well, Michael's men are following them. If you're alone, then
you'll die. Now go quietly thisway past the summer house for about
a hundred metres. Thereyou'll find aladder against the wall. Climb
it and run asfast asyou can."

" And what will you do?"

"1 also have a game to play. I'll tell the Duke’s men that you

never
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came. If the Duke doesn't find out what 1've done, we may meet
again."

"Thank you. You've helped the King tonight,” | said. "But
before | go, tell me something: Do you know where he isin the
castle?"

"Yes, | do know. Inside the castle there's a door on theright,
and behind that — but listen! They're here! It'stoo late for you
to escape!”

| looked through a gap in the summer house door and saw three
men standing outside. Then | heard a voice, which spoke in
English:

"Areyou in there, Mr. Rassendyl!l?" | did not answer.

"We want to make you an offer,” the voice said. " Will you let

usin?"

" Do not trust them," said Antoinette quietly.

" Stand outside and talk,” | called. "1 won't let you in."

"That's a good idea,” said the voice, who | thought must be

Detchard.

"Isthat Mr. Detchard?" | asked.

"Our names are not important. We can offer you a safe
journey to the border and fifty thousand English pounds,” he
continued.

"That sounds a generous offer," | said, but of course | did not
trust them at all. "Give me a minute to think." Then | told
Antoinette and her servant to stand close to the wall, away from the
door .

"What are you going to do?" Antoinette

asked. " You'll see.”

| picked up the iron table and held it by the legs so it was in
front of me. Then | said, " Gentlemen, |'d like to accept your kind
offer. Perhaps you can open the door for me."

"Why don't you open the door yourself?" said Detchard.

"Very well, but it opens outwards,” | explained. " You'll need
to step back or the door will hit you."

| pretended to try and open the door, and called out, "I can't

openit." "Then I'll open " | called Detchard.
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As Detchard was walking up to the door, | moved quietly to the back
of the summer house. It took him a few seconds to open the door, but as
soon us hedid, | ran at him asfast as| could holding the tablein front
of me.

There was a terrible noise as all three men fired their guns at once,
but | was protected by the table top. The men were all standing on
the steps up to the summer house, so as| ran out, thetable top hit them
and they all fell down the steps. Before | knew what was happening, |
too wasfalling down the steps, but as| was on top of the men, | managed
to get up fastest and run away, firing my gun behind me.

There were angry shouts and more shots. | remembered what
Antoinette had said about a ladder and soon found it and climbed over
thewall in seconds. Running along the outside of thewall, | heard more
shots but realised they were being fired by Sapt, who was trying to get
into the gale.

" Sapt! It'sme, let'sgo!" | shouted.

"You'resafel" hecriedin surprise.

"1 haveafinestory totell you about atable!" | told him, aswe
jumped
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on our horsesand rode quickly back to the palace.

The next day, Sapt read me the latest report from the Chief

of Police.

" Some inter esting things have been happening this morning,"
said Sapt. " The police report says that the Duke of Strelsau |eft
the capital by theroad to Zenda. An hour later, he was followed
by De Gautet, Bersonin and Detchard, who had a bandage
around hisarm."

| was pleased that my shot the night before had been a good

one.

" Finally, listen to this: the people of the capital are not happy
that the King has yet to marry the Princess. Some people say
that if they do not marry soon, it would be better if the Princess
married the Duke of Strelsau. However, the King is having a
ball tonight for the Princess."

"1 don't know anything about a ball,” | said.

" Oh, it hasall been prepared,” said Fritz, " by me."

"Listen," said Sapt. " You must ask the Princessto marry you

tonight."

"1 can't dothat,” | said. " It wouldn't befair to the Princess."

That evening, the ball was a great success. After we had
eaten, 1 sat with the Princess and some of my other guestsin a
small room by the palace gardens. The servants brought us
coffee and we had time to talk.

"You've been King for a few weeks now," said the Princess.
" Everyone saysyou've done avery good job. I'm very pleased for
you."

"You know, someone once said to me, 'a person who has a
position in society has responsibilities” Recently |'ve realised
how truethisis."

" Haven't you alwaysthought that?" asked the Princess.

"No, when | was younger, | didn't think | needed to worry
about] society. | thought that was someone else'sjob."

The Princess looked very surprised. " But you always knew
that you would become King. How could you think that was
someone else'sjob?"
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Once again, | had made a mistake in what | said. But suddenly,
instead dl saying something to cover up my mistake, | wanted to tell
the Princess | lie truth. She was kind and clever and she was going to
marry the King. She should know what had happened to her future
husband, and she should know all about my game. | decided | had to
tell her everything.

"Flavia," | said quietly, so none of the other guests could hear,
"there's something you should know. I'm not really..."

But | never finished the words | wanted to say because at that
moment, we heard footstepsin the garden outside the room. | looked up
and jumped with fright, because a face suddenly appeared at the
French window.

| relaxed when | saw that the person looking in on us was Sapt. "I
apologise, but there's someone who wants to see you, sir,"” he said to
me, but | could tell from his eyes that he was angry. How long had he
been listening to my conver sation with the Princess? Had he heard that
| wasabout totell her thetruth about whol really was?

We returned to the ball where the Princess went quickly away
with IKT servantsand | waswelcomed by other important people at the
ball. | realised then that my game had gone too far to go back: |
could not tell
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anyone who 1 really was or they would think | was mad. Sapt
had stopped me from saying too much to the Princess, and
Sapt's plan really was working.

The next morning, Sapt and | sat in my room thinking
about what to do next.

"Do you realise," | said, "that everyone really thinks I'm
the King, even the Princess? | could even arrange for the
Duke and thereal Kingto beKkilled."

"Thisisall true,” said Sapt. " So will you do such athing?"

"Of course not. | shouldn't be here, pretending to be
anything. It isn't fair for the people of Ruritania and it isn't
fair for the Princess, either. We can't wait any longer," |
said. "We must goto Zenda and rescue the King."

"You'reagood man," said Sapt.

First, however, | needed to see Princess Flavia again. If |
could not tell her the truth, I could at least warn her that the
dtuation in Ruritania was not as good as she believed it to be.
| visited her in her palace later that day, and she asked her
servants to bring me some coffee. Then she told me that she
had received two letters. One was from Michael, who had
invited her to visit Zenda. Then she showed me the other
letter.

"1 don't know who thisone'sfrom," she said.

| immediately knew who it was from: the writing was the
same as the letter | had recelved. It was from Antoinette de
Mauban and it read:

You do not know me, but | do not want you to fall into the
power of the Duke. Do not accept any invitation from him and
do not go anywhere without many guards. Show this letter, if
you can, to the leader of Ruritania.

"Why does it say 'the leader' and not 'the King'?" she

asked.

"You must do asthe letter says," | said, not answering her
question.! " I'll order guardsto watch you."
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" Do you know who sent this?" she asked.

" A friend of mine. Today you must say you'reill so you can't
gotoZenda."
" So you don't mind making Michael angry?" sheasked. " | don't
mind anything if you're safe,” | said.
| had an idea about who would be the best guard for Princess
Flavia, and | Immediately visited Marshal Strakencz, who | knew
| could trust. I asked him to guard the Princess and not to allow
any of the Duke'smen to visit IHT. | told him | wasworried about
the Duke's ambitions, and he did not look surprised.

"1I'm leaving Strelsau for a few days” | told him. "Every
evening, I'll (tend you a message. If you don't get a message for
three days, you have (he authority to say that you are now the
head of Strelsau. You must then ask the Duke to allow you to see
the King. If he doesn't allow you to see (he King in twenty-four
hours, you must say that the King's dead. Then you must tell the
people of Ruritania who their new ruler will be. You do know
who that will be?"

"Princess Flavia, of course," he answered.
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